
DRAFT 
 

NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH -  
ACT 537 PLAN UPDATE  

 
 

 
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
 

  September 30, 2019 
 
 

Prepared For: 
 

New Britain Borough 
45 Keeley Avenue 

New Britain, PA 18901 
 
 
 
 

Prepared By:  
 
 

 
 
 

GILMORE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Engineers  Land Surveyors  Planners  GIS Consultants 

65 E. Butler Avenue 
New Britain, PA 18901-5106 

215-345-4330 
215-345-8606 (Fax) 

 www.gilmore-assoc.com 

http://www.gilmore-assoc.com/


1 
 

 

1 – PLAN SUMMARY ................................................................................................................ 4 

1.1 Introduction .................................................................................................................. 4 

1.2 Summary ..................................................................................................................... 4 

1.3 Municipal Adoption....................................................................................................... 4 

1.4 Planning Commission / County Health Department Comments.................................... 5 

1.5 BCWSA Comments ..................................................................................................... 5 

1.6 Public Comment .......................................................................................................... 5 

1.7 Comments and Responses .......................................................................................... 5 

1.8 Implementation Schedule............................................................................................. 5 

1.9 Consistency Documentation ........................................................................................ 5 

2 – PRE-APPLICATION COORDINATION WITH PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ............................................................................................ 6 

2.1 Pre-Application Coordination with PADEP ................................................................... 6 

3 – PREVIOUS WASTEWATER PLANNING ............................................................................. 7 

3.1 Previous Planning Under the Sewage Facilities Act 537 .............................................. 7 

3.2 New Britain Borough Comprehensive Plan - 2007 ....................................................... 7 

3.3 Municipal Wasteload Management Annual Report Calendar Year 2017 for the Harvey 
Avenue Wastewater Treatment Plan ...................................................................................... 7 

3.4 New Britain Borough Code, Chapter 345 Sewers, Article II Sanitary Sewers ............... 7 

3.5 New Britain Borough Code, Chapter 385 Subdivision and Land Development, Article 
VII Plan Requirements ............................................................................................................ 8 

4 – PHYSICAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS ..................................................................... 9 

4.1 Location of Planning Area ............................................................................................ 9 

5 – EXISTING SEWAGE FACILITIES .......................................................................................10 

5.1 Existing Sewage Facilities ...........................................................................................10 

5.2 On-lot Sewage Disposal Systems ...............................................................................10 

6 – FUTURE GROWTH AND LAND DEVELOPMENT ..............................................................11 

6.1 Municipal and County Planning ...................................................................................11 

6.2 Zoning Regulations .....................................................................................................11 

6.3 Land Use ....................................................................................................................11 

6.4 Existing and Future Development ...............................................................................12 

6.5 Future Growth Projections ..........................................................................................12 

6.6 Future Wastewater Flow Projections and Planning .....................................................12 

7 – IDENTIFY ALTERNATIVES TO PROVIDE NEW OR IMPROVED WASTEWATER 
DISPOSAL FACILITIES ............................................................................................................14 

7.1 Continued Use of Existing Sewage Facilities ..............................................................14 

7.2 Sewage Management Programs .................................................................................14 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 



2 
 

7.3 No-Action Alternative ..................................................................................................14 

8 – EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES ....................................................................................15 

8.1 Clean Streams Law and Clean Water Act ...................................................................15 

8.2 Chapter 94 Municipal Wasteload Management Report ...............................................15 

8.3 New Britain Borough Ordinances ................................................................................15 

8.4 State Water Plans .......................................................................................................15 

8.5 Pennsylvania Prime Agricultural Land Policy ..............................................................15 

8.6 Bucks County Stormwater Management Plan .............................................................15 

8.7 Wetland Protection......................................................................................................15 

8.8 Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory ....................................................................15 

8.9 Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission .....................................................16 

8.10 Funding Methods ........................................................................................................16 

8.11 Immediate or Phased Implementation of Alternatives .................................................16 

9 – INSTITUTIONAL EVALUATION ..........................................................................................17 

9.1 Implementing Wastewater Planning Recommendations .............................................17 

10 – IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND JUSTIFICATION FOR ALTERNATIVES ...............18 

10.1 No Action Alternative ..................................................................................................18 

10.2 Alternative 1 ................................................................................................................18 

10.3 Selected Alternative ....................................................................................................18 

10.4 Anticipated Schedule ..................................................................................................18 

10.5 Opinion of Probable Costs ..........................................................................................19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

 
 
 

TABLES 
 
Table 1: Projected EDUs Needed 

 
FIGURES 

 
Figure 1: New Britain Borough Zoning Map 

Figure 2: New Britain Borough Sewer System 

Figure 3: BCWSA Sewer System Map 

 
APPENDICES 

 
Appendix A: Interim Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan - 2016 

Appendix B: PADEP Plan of Study Approval 

Appendix C: PADEP Pre-Application Meeting Material 

Appendix D: PNDI Review  

Appendix E: PHMC Review  

Appendix F: New Britain Borough Planning Commission Review 

Appendix G: Bucks County Planning Commission Review 

Appendix H: Bucks County Health Department Review 

Appendix I: BCWSA Correspondence 

Appendix J: Public Notice and Public Comments 

Appendix K: New Britain Borough Resolution 

Appendix L: Opinion of Probable Costs 

 
  



4 
 

1 – PLAN SUMMARY 

1.1 Introduction 
 
New Britain Borough is located in the central portion of Bucks County, Pennsylvania.  Gilmore & 
Associates, Inc. (G&A), on behalf of New Britain Borough, has prepared this Act 537 Sewage 
Facilities Plan Update Report.  The current Act 537 Plan was adopted by New Britain Borough 
in 2016.  The previous update was on an interim basis and included the 5-year projection of the 
sewage needs for the Borough.  The Interim 5-Year Plan was approved by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP) on November 30, 2016.  A copy of the 
Interim Act 537 Plan and the PADEP approval letter are provided in Appendix A. 
 
This Plan Update provides a more comprehensive update which includes not only the 10-year 
and ultimate sewer need projection, but also clarifies the administrative and institutional 
procedures in place.  
 
New Britain Borough does not own or operate the sewer collection, conveyance, or treatment 
facilities.  Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority (BCWSA) owns and operates the sanitary 
sewer system within the Borough.  Physical treatment of sewage is provided at the Chalfont-
New Britain Wastewater Treatment Plant located in Doylestown Township.  Sewage capacity 
via diversion is also allocated at the Harvey Avenue WWTP in Doylestown Borough.  The 
Chalfont-New Britain WWTP is owned and operated by the Chalfont-New Britain Township 
Sewage Authority.  The Harvey Avenue WWTP is owned and operated by BCWSA.  
 
This study has been prepared in accordance with 25 PA Code Chapter 71, “Administration of 
Sewage Facilities Planning Program.” 
 
1.2 Summary 
 
New Britain Borough’s 2016 Act 537 Plan was based on projections of short term growth for the 
future connections of parcels within 5 years of that date.  However, the 2016 Act 537 Plan was 
an interim solution until the completion of a comprehensive Act 537 Plan (this Plan) for New 
Britain Borough which includes long-term projected development and sewer needs for the 
Borough.  
 
Therefore, with this Study, the Borough is updating its sewer planning to match the future 
circumstances.  As detailed in the following pages, this Study includes the following specific 
planning steps which are in contrast to the previous Study: 
 

• Proposed a sewer line extension located along Butler Avenue to provide public 
sewer access to areas of the Borough currently served by on-lot septic systems. 

• No new or expanded treatment plants or pump stations are currently contemplated. 
• Clarifies the sewage treatment arrangement. 
• Address issues associated with the administration of the Act 537 Program. 
• Address institutional arrangements associated with ownership, operation, and 

maintenance of private laterals. 
 
1.3 Municipal Adoption 
 
To be completed in 2019. 
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1.4 Planning Commission / County Health Department Comments 
 
Components 4A, 4B, and 4C were mailed on January 30, 2019 to the New Britain Borough 
Planning Commission, the Bucks County Planning Commission, and the Bucks County Health 
Department for their review and comment on this Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan Update 
Report.  Correspondence sent to and received from each planning agency are included in 
Appendices F, G, and H. 
 
The New Britain Borough Planning Commission responded in a letter dated March 27, 2019 
with recommendations to include additional parcels in the 10-year projected EDUs.  These 
additional projections are included in the report.  The Bucks County Planning Commission 
responded in a letter dated March 6, 2019 and noted that the proposed update of the New 
Britain Borough Act 537 Plan is consistent with previous sewage planning undertaken by New 
Britain Borough.  The Bucks County Health Department responded in a letter dated February 
15, 2019 and did not have comments on the Act 537 Update Report. 
 
1.5 BCWSA Comments 
 
The draft Act 537 Plan Update was submitted to Bucks County Water and Sewer Authority 
(BCWSA) on April 12, 2019 for their review and comment.  An additional copy of the Act 537 
Sewage Facilities Plan Update was sent to BCWSA’s engineer, Carroll Engineering Corporation 
(CEC), on July 15, 2019 for their review.  Correspondence sent to and received from BCWSA 
and CEC is included in Appendix I. 
 
BCWSA provided comments on the draft Act 537 Plan Update in a letter dated July 17, 2019.  
BCWSA’s comments dealt primarily with the number of projected EDUs.  Additionally, their 
comments provided a brief update on the approved Interim Act 537 Plan.  Most importantly, 
BCWSA’s notes that there is only 43 unallocated EDUs remaining at the Harvey Avenue 
WWTP.  This is less than the projected EDUs needed for the 10 year and ultimate build out.  
BCWSA’s comments are incorporated in to this Act 537 Plan Update and the selected 
alternative. 
 
1.6 Public Comment 
 
To be completed in 2019. 
 
1.7 Comments and Responses 
 
To be completed in 2019. 
 
1.8 Implementation Schedule 
 
To be completed in 2019. 
 
1.9 Consistency Documentation 
 
To be completed in 2019. 
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2 – PRE-APPLICATION COORDINATION WITH PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

2.1 Pre-Application Coordination with PADEP 
 
A pre-application meeting was held on January 25, 2017 with PADEP at the Southeast Regional 
Office to discuss what items from the PADEP Act 537 Checklist need to be included in the Act 
537 Plan Update.  After the meeting, G&A prepared meeting minutes, an Act 537 Plan Content 
and Environmental Assessment Checklist, and a Task/Activity Report.  These documents were 
submitted to the PADEP in February 2017.  The PADEP issued an Approved Plan of Study and 
Task/Activity Report in a letter dated May 24, 2017.   
 
Copies of pre-application documents including meeting minutes, the Act 537 Plan Content and 
Environmental Assessment Checklist, the Task/Activity Report, and PADEP approval letter are 
provided in Appendix C. 
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3 – PREVIOUS WASTEWATER PLANNING 

3.1 Previous Planning Under the Sewage Facilities Act 537 
 
In 2016 New Britain Borough adopted an Interim Act 537 Plan Update.  The intent of the 2016 
Plan was to provide for the projected short-term sewer capacity needs while the Borough 
undertook a more comprehensive Act 537 Plan Update (this report).  The Interim Plan update 
allowed for the connection of a total of 253 equivalent dwelling units (EDU) within the Borough.  
The capacity to treat the sewage flows from the Interim Act 537 was reserved at the BCWSA 
owned Harvey Avenue Treatment Plant via the Cooks Run Interceptor Diversion Pump Station.  
Actual sewage from these properties will be treated at the CNBTSA treatment plant on Upper 
State Road.   An equivalent volume of flow, which is 250 gallons per day (gpd)/EDU per 
BCWSA standards is diverted at the Cooks Run Diversion Pump Station to the Harvey Avenue 
Treatment Plant. 
 
3.2 New Britain Borough Comprehensive Plan - 2007 
 
The Comprehensive Plan provides policies to address the future development of the Borough 
and to improve the resident quality of life.  The Plan’s main goals are: to help local officials 
make decisions about changes in land use patterns; assist in evaluating and revising the local 
ordinances controlling land use and development; for use in identifying problems in the 
community requiring attention from the local government; and providing long-term direction for 
short-term actions while advocating a vision for the future.  The Comprehensive Plan sets a goal 
for the Borough to develop a strategy to provide for safe water supply, adequate sewage 
disposal, and sound stormwater management. 
 
3.3 Municipal Wasteload Management Annual Report Calendar Year 2017 for the Harvey 

Avenue Wastewater Treatment Plan 
 
Sanitary sewer flows from New Britain Borough are allocated through the Harvey Avenue 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  When a connection to the sanitary sewer system is made in the 
Borough, the physical flows drain to the Chalfont-New Britain Township Joint Sewage Authority 
treatment plant.  If the connection has been allocated to BCWSA, an equivalent flow is diverted 
to the Harvey Avenue Wastewater Treatment Plant by the Cooks Run Interceptor Diversion 
Pump Station.  In the most recent Chapter 94 Report for 2017, the annual average flow through 
the Harvey Avenue Treatment Plant was 0.889 million gallons per day (MGD), and the 
maximum 3-month average was 0.954 MGD.  The four previous years had similar annual 
averages and maximum 3-month averages.  0.799 MGD and 0.914 MGD in 2013, 0.864 MGD 
and 0.982 MGD in 2014, 0.842 MGD and 0.956 MGD in 2015, and 0.868 MGD and 0.905 MGD 
in 2016 respectively.  These flows are below the design capacity of 1.6 MGD in terms of annual 
average flow treated at the plant. 
 
3.4 New Britain Borough Code, Chapter 345 Sewers, Article II Sanitary Sewers 
 
New Britain Borough has adopted and amended the articles explaining the rules and regulations 
for connection to existing sanitary sewers.  Article II explains when a sewer system in the 
Borough is completed and ready for public us, public notice will be given by the Borough to all 
persons owning occupied buildings on property accessible to the sewer system and that 
payment of any connection charges is subject to BCWSA.  The Article continues to note that 
any occupied buildings accessible to or hereafter become accessible to sanitary sewer shall 
connect to the sewer within 60 days after notice from the Borough.  Persons desiring to connect 
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to the sanitary sewer system shall obtain a form from the Secretary of the Borough permitting 
the applicant to engage in work during the calendar year in which the permit is granted upon 
receipt of fees set by the Borough Fee Schedule.  No plumbing or connections shall be made 
without such permit and any violations shall result, upon conviction, in sentencing in form of 
fines or imprisonment determined by the nature of violations committed. 
 
3.5 New Britain Borough Code, Chapter 385 Subdivision and Land Development, Article VII 

Plan Requirements 
 
New Britain Borough has adopted and amended the articles explaining the rules and regulations 
for applying for preliminary subdivision or land development approval.  As described in Article 
VII, Subsection E, applicants are required to submit a duly completed Department of 
Environmental Protection sewage facilities planning module for an application to be considered 
complete.  Such planning modules shall also meet all requirements contained in 25 Pa. Code 
Chapter 71, Subchapter D, Official Plan Requirements for Alternative Evaluations.  
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4 – PHYSICAL AND DEMOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS 

4.1 Location of Planning Area 
 
The physical area covered in this Act 537 Plan Update is the entirety of New Britain Borough.    
 
New Britain Borough is approximately 782 acres or 1.22 square miles in area and is generally 
located along the north and south side of Butler Avenue.  The 2010 Census 
(www.factfinder.census.gov) lists the population of the Borough at 3,152.  The Borough is 
mostly developed with a few open spaces and conservation areas, such as Covered Bridge 
Park and the Wilma Quinlan Nature Preserve.     
 
Topography within the Borough boundary is generally level with few steep slopes.  The northern 
portion of the Borough drains to the north towards Pine Run.  The southern portion of the 
Borough drains to the south towards Cooks Run.  Portions of both Pine Run and Cooks Run, 
along with a small section of the Neshaminy Creek, are located within the Borough boundary.  
 
The Borough is bordered by Doylestown Township and New Britain Township to the north.  
Chalfont Borough is adjacent to the Borough to the west.   To the south the Borough is bordered 
by New Britain Township.  Doylestown Township abuts the Borough to the east.  
 
Sewer service within the Borough is provided by BCWSA. 
 
There are no sewer extensions proposed outside of existing paved areas, therefore wetlands 
were not evaluated at part of this study.  Similarly, on-lot septic systems are not proposed or 
considered in this report, therefore soil and geology are also not evaluated in this report.   
  

http://www.factfinder.census.gov/
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5 – EXISTING SEWAGE FACILITIES 

5.1 Existing Sewage Facilities 
 
New Britain Borough does not own or operate the sewer collection, conveyance, or treatment 
plants.   The sanitary sewer system in New Britain Borough is owned by BCWSA and consists 
of approximately 71,200 linear feet or roughly 13.5 miles of gravity sewer lines and 336 
manholes.   
 
Sewage generated in New Britain Borough is treated at the Chalfont New Britain Township 
Sewage Authority’s (CNBTSA) treatment plant on Upper State Road.  Sewage is conveyed to 
the CNBTSA treatment plant via gravity inceptors.   Sewage flows from the northern portion of 
the Borough flow to the BCWSA owned Pine Run Interceptor which then flows along Pine Run 
until the Pine Run Interceptor connects with the CNBTSA sewer main along the Neshaminy 
Creek and ultimately to the treatment plant on Upper State Road.  Sewage flows from the 
southwestern portion of the Borough flow via gravity to the same sewer main running along 
Neshaminy Creek owned by CNBTSA.  Sewer flow from the eastern portion of the Borough flow 
through gravity lines to the south to the connection point with the BCWSA owned Cooks Run 
Interceptor and ultimately to the CNBTSA treatment plant on Upper State Road.   
 
There are no sewage pump stations or treatment plants located within New Britain Borough.  
 
A map depicting the existing sewage system in New Britain Borough is provided as Figure 2.  
 
5.2 On-lot Sewage Disposal Systems 
 
Existing properties with on-site disposal systems are located along West Butler Avenue west of 
Sand Road and a few properties between Iron Hill Road and Evergreen Drive in the east part of 
the Borough.  The on-lot disposal systems in place consist of septic tanks with drainage fields 
and sewage holding tanks. New Britain Borough’s Code Chapter 385: Subdivision and Land 
Development, Article VI Required Improvements notes in §385-36 that septic tanks and holding 
tanks are permitted until public conveyance and treatment of wastewater becomes available. 
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6 – FUTURE GROWTH AND LAND DEVELOPMENT 

6.1 Municipal and County Planning 
 
New Britain Borough originally adopted a Comprehensive Plan in 1968.  The Comprehensive 
Plan was updated in September of 2007.  The 2007 Update was prepared in conjunction with 
both the New Britain Borough Planning Commission and the Bucks County Planning 
Commission.  
 
A stated goal of the 2007 Comprehensive Plan is to provide adequate sewage disposal for the 
Borough.   
 
Population projections in the 2007 Comprehensive Plan update note a slight decline in 
population in the Borough through 2025.  This is reflective of the fact that the Borough is 
generally built out and no large undeveloped tracts remain; also the general trend for declining 
average household size.  Thus, the plan concludes that “...significant expansion in population-
based community services [such as sewage treatment] will not be needed…”  This is reflected 
in this Act 537 Plan Update both in the projected sewage flows for the 10-year and ultimate 
build out time frame and in the fact that expansion of existing sewage facilities, other than sewer 
line extensions, is not projected to be needed. 
 
6.2 Zoning Regulations 
 
Zoning districts, use regulations, and district requirements are outlined in Chapter 450 of the 
New Britain Borough Code for the purpose of classifying and permitting residential, commercial, 
industrial, agricultural recreational, and open space areas.  Article V includes the requirements 
for classifying the following districts in the Borough: R-1 Residential, R-2 Residential, VH Village 
Historic, MHP Mobile Home Park, C-1 Commercial, C-2 Commercial, C-3 Commercial, HC 
Historic Commercial, SC Shopping Center, LI Light Industrial, C-U College/University, E-I 
Educational Institutional, P-OS Park and Open Space, Historic Overlay, Student Home Overlay, 
and MUO Mixed-Use Overlay.  There are no established zoning or subdivision regulations 
predicated on sewage disposal methods in the Borough.  A zoning map is included in Figure 1 
to identify the areas classified by the Borough according to the Pennsylvania Municipalities 
Planning Code.  Limitations related to floodplain and stormwater management and special 
protection areas, while not directly related to this evaluation, are described under Article VI 
General Regulations Applicable to All Districts in the New Britain Borough Code. 
 
6.3 Land Use 
 
Land use in the Borough is predominately residential with approximately 50% of the Borough’s 
land area being dedicated to residential uses.  Commercial use is located along the Butler 
Avenue corridor.   
 
The following table summarizes land use within the Borough as presented in the 2007 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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Category Acres 
% of Borough 

Area 

Single Family Residential 366.7 46.9% 

Multi-Family Residential 23.8 3.0% 

Rural Residential 13.8 1.8% 

Mining & Manufacturing 60.8 7.8% 

Commercial 76.0 9.7% 

Transportation & Utilities 76.4 9.8% 

Government & Institutional 65.4 8.4% 

Parks, Open Space 57.9 7.4% 

Vacant 41.2 5.3% 

Total 782.0 100.0% 

 
 
6.4 Existing and Future Development 
 
Several properties in New Britain Borough anticipate redevelopment of existing parcels, but 
have not begun planning for their development or are currently in the preliminary planning 
stages.  Most of these properties are located along or near Butler Avenue between Shady 
Retreat Road and Iron Hill Road in the eastern areas of the Borough consisting of residential or 
commercial land use.  There are additional properties classified under residential and light 
industrial land uses located in the central and western areas of the Borough that are not 
reasonably project to connect to sanitary sewers for more than ten (10) years.  A map of these 
developments and their projected EDUs is included in Figure 2.  A majority of these properties 
already have existing connections to sanitary sewers or are close enough to existing sewers to 
not require sanitary sewer extensions. 
 
6.5 Future Growth Projections 
 
As previously noted, the population of New Britain Borough is not anticipated to experience 
significant growth due to the relatively small size/area of the Borough and the fact that the 
Borough is generally developed.  The projected increase in sewage flows will be attributed to 
redevelopment as well as the connection of properties currently served by on lot septic systems 
in the Borough.    
 
6.6 Future Wastewater Flow Projections and Planning 
 
The Interim 5-Year Act 537 Plan approved in 2016 included a total of 253 EDUs.  This allocation 
is reserved at the BCWSA Harvey Avenue WWTP in Doylestown Borough via the Cooks Run 
Interceptor Diversion Pump Station.  Therefore, there would be no increase in flows at the 
CNBTSA WWTP on Upper State Road.  A map of the BCWSA sewers tributary to the Harvey 
Avenue WWTP and the CNBTSA WWTP is included in Figure 3. 
 
The projected 10-year EDUs is 110 EDUs.  Ultimate build out projects add an additional 80 
EDUs.  Thus, a total of 190 EDUs is projected to be needed in this plan beyond the 253 EDUs 
already allocated with the 5-Year Interim Act 537 Plan.  These EDUs equate to 27,500 gpd (110 
ˣ 250) of sewage flow over the 10-year projections and an additional 20,000 gpd (80 ˣ 250) over 
the reasonably foreseeable future. 
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As noted by BCWSA, the available unallocated capacity at Harvey Avenue is less than the 
projected 190 additional EDUs needed as part of this plan.  The current 253 EDUs remain 
allocated to New Britain Borough from the interim Act 537 Plan at the BCWSA Harvey Avenue 
WWTP as specific development may or may not occur as noted in that plan.  The additional 190 
EDUs will need to be considered at either the BCWSA Harvey Avenue WWTP or the CNBTSA 
WWTP future expansions.     
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7 – IDENTIFY ALTERNATIVES TO PROVIDE NEW OR IMPROVED WASTEWATER 
DISPOSAL FACILITIES 

7.1 Continued Use of Existing Sewage Facilities 
 
As stated in previous sections of this Plan, New Britain Borough is served by BCWSA and does 
not expect growth occurring over ten (10) or more years to cause the Harvey Avenue 
Wastewater Treatment Plant to exceed its current capacity allocated to New Britain Borough.  
Continued use of existing sewage facilities would follow the procedure for allocating EDUs by 
diverting flows at the Cooks Run interceptor pump station as described earlier in this report. 
 
BCWSA continues to enact its preventative maintenance program in the Borough to ensure 
sanitary sewers are functioning properly. 
 
7.2 Sewage Management Programs 
 
New Britain Borough does not currently have a sewage management program and there is no 
formal operation and maintenance program for on-lot sewage disposal systems (OLDS).  The 
development of an on-lot sewage disposal system management program would require the 
passing programs and ordinance inspecting and monitoring of existing and any additional 
OLDS.  Additional requirements of a sewage management program may include setting contract 
pumping and waste disposal rates of OLDS or the issuing of OLDS management permits based 
on property owners proof of inspection, monitoring, and proper disposal. 
 
Since the selected alternative in this Act 537 Plan Update is for the extensions of existing sewer 
lines to allow for the connection of on-lot systems to the public sewage system, the 
development of an OLDS Management Program is not warranted or needed. 
 
7.3 No-Action Alternative 
 
Currently, the projections for long-term growth and development in the Borough are not 
accounted for by EDUs anticipated beyond the five (5) year planning period.  Therefore, the no- 
action alternative is not a viable option in order for the Borough to properly allocate sanitary 
sewer connections for conveyance and treatment as required by the 2007 Comprehensive Plan.  
Should the no-action alternative be implemented, there would be no potential for allocation of 
connections to sanitary sewers beyond those included in the 2016 Interim Act 537 Plan Update 
in the Borough resulting in adverse impacts to growth and community economic conditions. 
  



15 
 

8 – EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES 

8.1 Clean Streams Law and Clean Water Act 
 
There are no direct impacts expected to be in conflict with requirements set by the Clean 
Streams Law and the Clean Water Act as proposed development falls within the current 
treatment capacity at the Harvey Avenue Treatment Plant. 
 
8.2 Chapter 94 Municipal Wasteload Management Report 
 
There are no specific recommendations made in the Municipal Wasteload Management Harvey 
Avenue Wastewater Treatment Plant Annual Report for the 2017 calendar year relative to the 
collection system in the Borough.  Growth projections contained in the report indicate no 
projected hydraulic overload of the BCWSA Cooks Run Diversion Pump Station or conveyance 
systems within the five (5) year projection period. 
 
8.3 New Britain Borough Ordinances 
 
Multiple ordinances are adopted by the Borough in Chapter 345 of the Borough Code where 
coordination of sanitary sewer connections or improvements must be permitted through both 
BCWSA and the Borough.  BCWSA owns the sanitary sewer mains. Laterals to the sewer main 
are the responsibility of property owners.  
 
8.4 State Water Plans 
 
The continued use of existing sewage facilities and adoption of a sewage management program 
by the Borough is expected to have no impact on State waters. 
 
8.5 Pennsylvania Prime Agricultural Land Policy 
 
There is no Prime Agricultural Land located in the Borough area.  Sewer extensions proposed 
would be located within existing, paved roadways. 
 
8.6 Bucks County Stormwater Management Plan 
 
New Britain Borough has adopted a model from the Neshaminy Creek Watershed Stormwater 
Management Ordinance.  It is not anticipated that any of the alternatives will conflict with the 
stormwater management plan.  Sewer extensions proposed would be located within existing, 
paved roadways. 
 
8.7 Wetland Protection 
 
No impact on wetlands is expected due to the proposed sewer extensions being within existing, 
paved roadways. 
 
8.8 Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory 
 
A Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) search was submitted for the proposed 
sanitary sewer extension on January 21, 2019.   The results from the PNDI search indicate that 
there are no known impacts related to the proposed sewer extension and that no further review 
is necessary.       
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The Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources did include one 
comment regarding conservation measures to be used during construction.  Specifically that 
invasive species should not be used if seeding/planting is necessary during construction of the 
proposed sanitary sewer extension.  
 
8.9 Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
 
A Project Review Form was submitted to the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
(PHMC) on January 25, 2019 regarding the proposed sanitary sewer extension.  The PHMC 
responded with a signed project review form dated February 1, 2019 and noted that the Act 537 
Sewage Facilities Plan Update Report will have no effect on historic properties.  
Correspondence sent to and received from the PHMC is included in Appendix E. 
 
8.10 Funding Methods 
 
Several funding methods for the construction of the sanitary sewer extensions are available.  All 
work in coordinating funding for the sanitary sewer extensions would be through BCWSA as 
BCWSA owns and operates sanitary sewers in New Britain Borough.  These methods include 
the use of available reserves, capital contributions from property owners which would connect to 
the proposed extensions, grants, PennVEST loans, and bank loans. 
 
8.11 Immediate or Phased Implementation of Alternatives 
 
The sanitary sewer extension alternative is for providing sanitary service to properties 
anticipating connection included in the 2016 Interim Act 537 Plan Update.  Adoption of the five 
(5) year plan occurred in 2016.  Therefore, it is proposed in this plan that the sanitary sewer 
extensions would be completed within three (3) to five (5) years from the adoption of this Plan 
by New Britain Borough and approval from PADEP. 
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9 – INSTITUTIONAL EVALUATION 

9.1 Implementing Wastewater Planning Recommendations 
 
New Britain Borough has the necessary staff and administrative resources required to 
implement the selected alternative. The legal actions taken to form the New Britain Borough 
Council afford it the full legal right and power to implement wastewater planning 
recommendations, take enforcement actions against ordinance violators, and raise capital for 
construction and maintenance of facilities. 
 
Borough ordinances require persons owning any occupied building erected upon, to be built 
upon, or becomes accessible to the sewer system must connect within 60 days after being 
notified by the Borough via notice publish once in one newspaper of general circulation in the 
Borough.  The Borough ordinances deem any privy, cesspool, sinkhole, septic tank or other 
receptacles to be unlawful to erect, construct, or use by any person owning or occupying 
property accessible to the sanitary sewer. 
 
If an owner or an occupied building has failed to connect during the 60 day connection period, a 
formal notice from the Borough containing copies of the Borough code and printing notice 
requiring connection shall be distributed.  The notice shall state the owner is required to connect 
to the accessible sanitary sewers within 30 days upon the date in the notice.  The Borough may 
make the connection and collect the cost from the owner by municipal claim. 
 
There is no need for additional enforcement procedures as New Britain Borough already has 
ordinance in place for the notification and enforcement for connecting occupied properties to 
sanitary sewers. 
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10 – IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE AND JUSTIFICATION FOR ALTERNATIVES 

10.1 No Action Alternative 
 
The no action alternative would involve no change to current operations or administration of 
sanitary sewers and connections made in New Britain Borough.  Properties currently served by 
on-lot septic systems would continue to maintain and discharge sanitary wastes to their existing 
treatment systems and would be unable to connect to sanitary sewers. 
 
10.2 Alternative 1 
 
Alternative 1 is to provide public sewer to those areas of the Borough where public sewer is not 
currently available.  This would allow for the entirety of the Borough to be served by public 
sewers.   This alternative includes a proposed sanitary sewer extension in Butler Avenue to 
allow connection of properties currently served by on-lot septic systems.  New Britain Borough 
would coordinate with BCWSA on the construction and notification of accessible sanitary 
sewers for connection by property owners. 
 
10.3 Selected Alternative 
 
Two (2) alternatives were contemplated under this Act 537 Plan Update. Those alternatives are 
the No Action Alternative and Alternative 1, which proposes sanitary sewer extension in Butler 
Avenue to allow for the connection of properties currently served by on-lot septic systems, and 
thus provide public sewer to the entirety of the Borough.  
 
The wastewater management alternative that best meets the needs of the planning area is the 
extension of sanitary sewers to provide service to properties requiring service in addition to the 
continued allocation of EDUs via the Cooks Run Diversion Pump Station to the Harvey Avenue 
Wastewater Treatment Plant for the 253 EDUs allocated from the approved Interim Act 537 
Plan.  The additional 190 EDUs projected as being needed for the 10 year and ultimate build out 
can be allocated to either the Chalfont New Britain Township Sewer Authority Wastewater 
Treatment Plant or the BCWSA Harvey Avenue WWTP as capacity becomes available at a later 
date.  This alternative is consistent with existing plans and programs documented in this report.  
Coordination will continue between the Borough and BCWSA on existing and future wastewater 
disposal needs and operation and maintenance of the sanitary sewer system owned by 
BCWSA. The proposed alternative would allow New Britain Borough to effectively manage the 
projected future sewer needs within the Borough.  
 
Chapter 9 of this document explains why no changes to the existing New Britain management 
structure are required to implement the selected alternative.  Available project financing 
methods considered include use of capital funds from property owners along the proposed 
extensions, grants, PennVEST loans, and bank loans.  The proposed alternative involves the 
construction of sewers that will be within existing easements and roadways to minimize impacts 
on environmental conditions. 
 
10.4 Anticipated Schedule 
 
It is anticipated that within three (3) to five (5) years from the adoption of this Plan by New 
Britain Borough and approval from PADEP that the proposed Butler Avenue Sewer Extension 
will be constructed and the properties in that area of the Borough currently utilizing on-lot septic 
systems to be connected to the public sewer.    
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The development of specific properties noted in this Plan will occur based on the development 
or redevelopment of those properties.  
 
10.5 Opinion of Probable Costs 
 
The most feasible sewer extension along Butler Avenue proposed in this Act 537 Plan Update 
would be either a gravity sewer line or low pressure sewer system (LPSS).  Both alternatives 
would connect to existing manholes. Opinions of Probable Costs (OPCs) for both gravity sewers 
and LPSS are presented in Appendix L.  It should be noted that for planning purposes here, 
both public and private costs associated with the Butler Avenue Sewer Extension are included 
in the OPC.  
 
Both OPCs are generally within the same order of magnitude that either option is feasible from a 
financial standpoint. 
 
Generally, gravity sewer is preferred over LPSS, when possible, due to operation and 
maintenance considerations associated with LPSS systems.  With LPSS systems, each 
property owner would be required to purchase and install a grinder pump and lateral connection, 
as well as pay ongoing electric costs associated with a grinder pump. 
 
The specific sanitary sewer extensions will be determined during design of the sewer extension.  
If feasible from a design/engineering standpoint, gravity sewers will be given preference over 
LPSS sewer.  If gravity sewers are not feasible, LPSS sewer extensions can be utilized.   
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New Britain Borough Act 537 Plan Update 

Table 1 - Projected EDUs Needed

10-Year Ultimate

1 25-001-024 Bristol Road LI  - 2  -

2 25-001-006-008 85 S Bristol Road LI - Bauman Crane Rental 2  - Private

3 25-002-014-001 Sioux Road R1  - 1 Undeveloped

4 25-003-035 Keeley Avenue POS - Covered Bridge Park 1 2 Undeveloped

5 25-006-024-025 Sandy Ridge Road R1 - Fluehr Funeral Home  - 1 Undeveloped

6 25-009-004 N Shady Retreat Road R1  - 1 Undeveloped

7 Multiple 625 E Butler Avenue R1 and C3 38 - Private

8 25-009-034-001 E Butler Avenue R1 Undeveloped

9 25-009-024-001 Barrie Circle R1 Undeveloped

10 25-009-024-002 Barrie Circle R1 Undeveloped

11 25-006-015-001 64 Beulah Road 1 HC 1  - Private

12 25-006-015-002 64 Beulah Road 2 HC 1  - Private

13 25-006-015-003 64 Beulah Road 3 HC 1  - Private

14 25-006-015-004 64 Beulah Road 4 HC 1  - Private

15 25-006-081 Woodland Drive R1  - 1 Undeveloped

16 25-005-047 Woodland Drive R1 - New Britain Baptist Church  - 1 Undeveloped

17 25-005-046 Woodland Drive R1 - New Britain Baptist Church  - 1 Undeveloped

18 25-005-003-001 74 Lake Drive LI  - 2 Private

19 25-005-037-002 Aarons Avenue R1  - 1 Private

20 25-005-050 211 Mathews Avenue LI 7  - Private

21 25-005-035-006 Industrial Drive LI  - 1 Undeveloped

22 25-008-005 471 E Butler Avenue C3 6  -  -

23 25-009-020 Barrie Circle C2 Public

24 25-009-019 573 E Butler Avenue C2 Public

25 25-009-050-001 644 E Butler Avenue C3 - Del Val Uni Public

26 25-009-049 622 E Butler Avenue R1 - David R & Amy G Landis Public

27 25-009-048 612 E Butler Avenue R1 - Del Val Uni Public

28 25-009-047 600 E Butler Avenue R1 - Del Val Uni Public

29 25-009-046 588 E Butler Avenue R1 - Del Val Uni Public

30 25-008-003-001 20 S Shady Retreat Road LI - Del Val Concrete  - 20 Private

31 25-001-016 77 Bristol Road LI - Copart Philadelphia East - 25 Private

32 25-009-037 524 E Butler Avenue C2 8 - Public

33 25-009-038 542 E Butler Avenue C2 4 - Public

34 25-009-076 737 E Butler Avenue R1 12 - Public

N/A 7 11  -

Total Projected EDUs 110 80

Parcel # Address

Sewer Map 

Reference 

Number

Zoning Classification
Projected EDUs

Notes

Miscellaneous Connections

1  -

 - 10

20  -
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New Britain Borough
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM ACT 537 LAND USE COMPARISON
Project Number: 16-04026
Last Updated: March 15, 2018

Parcel # Address Borough Ref # Property # Zoning Classification Assigned EDUs 
Gal/Day (gpd) Notes

25-001-024 Bristol Road 2 1 LI Unknown
85 S Bristol Road 4 Private

5 Private
25-001-001 Route 202 9 3 R2 - SEPTA Unknown
25-001-002-001 Route 202 10 4 R2 - AQUA Unknown
25-001-116 Pavillion Way 11 5 R2 Undeveloped
25-002-014-001 Sioux Road 25 6 R1 Undeveloped
25-003-035 Keeley Avenue 27 7 POS - Covered Bridge Park Undeveloped
25-002-022 Keeley Avenue 28 8 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-024-025 Sandy Ridge Road 30 9 R1 - Fluehr Funeral Home Undeveloped
25-006-035 Oak Drive 31 10 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-056 E Butler Avenue 33 11 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-004 N Shady Retreat Road 35 12 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-015-001 Barrie Circle 36 13 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-034-001 E Butler Avenue 38 14 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-024-001 Barrie Circle 39 15 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-024-002 Barrie Circle 40 16 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-015-001 64 Beulah Road 1 52 17 HC Private
25-006-015-002 64 Beulah Road 2 52 18 HC Private
25-006-015-003 64 Beulah Road 3 52 19 HC Private
25-006-015-004 64 Beulah Road 4 52 20 HC Private
25-006-081 Woodland Drive 55 21 R1 Undeveloped
25-005-047 Woodland Drive 56 22 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church Undeveloped
25-005-046 Woodland Drive 57 23 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church Undeveloped
25-005-003-001 74 Lake Drive 59 24 LI Private
25-005-037-002 Aarons Avenue 62 25 R1 Private
25-005-035-002 Mathews Avenue 64 26 POS - Wilma Quinlan Nat. Pres. Private
25-005-050 211 Mathews Avenue 66 27 LI Private
25-005-035-006 Industrial Drive 70 28 LI Undeveloped
25-005-035-007 Industrial Drive 70 29 LI Undeveloped
25-002-206-001 Sand Road 70 30 LI - New Britain Borough Roadway
25-005-035 Mathews Avenue 70 31 R1 Private
25-001-137 Green Valley Way 81 32 R2 Undeveloped
25-001-017-065 Unami Trail 84 33 R2 Undeveloped
25-001-017-066 Unami Trail 85 34 R2 Undeveloped
25-001-017 Unami Trail 86 35 R2 Undeveloped
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NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

JOB NO:  16-04026 DATE:  April 2019

GILMORE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
ENGINEERING & CONSULTING SERVICES

65 E. BUTLER AVE. SUITE 100, NEW BRITAIN, PA 18901-5106 - (215) 345-4330    www.gilmore-assoc.com

Sanitary Sewer System- Act 537 Plan Update

SCALE: 1"= 400'
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Note: Sanitary Main in Bristol Road
Owned by Chalfont- New Britain Township
Sewer Authority

Pine Run Interceptor

Cooks Run Interceptor

10-Year Ultimate
25-001-024 Bristol Road 1 LI - Copart-Philadelphia East 2

85 S Bristol Road
25-002-014-001 Sioux Road 3 R1 1
25-003-035 Keeley Avenue 4 POS - Covered Bridge Park 1 2
25-006-024-025 Sandy Ridge Road 5 R1 - Fluehr Funeral Home 1
25-009-004 N Shady Retreat Road 6 R1 1
Multiple 625 E Butler Avenue 7 R1 38
25-009-034-001 E Butler Avenue 8 R1
25-009-024-001 Barrie Circle 9 R1
25-009-024-002 Barrie Circle 10 R1
25-006-015-001 64 Beulah Road 1 11 HC 1
25-006-015-002 64 Beulah Road 2 12 HC 1
25-006-015-003 64 Beulah Road 3 13 HC 1
25-006-015-004 64 Beulah Road 4 14 HC 1
25-006-081 Woodland Drive 15 R1 1
25-005-047 Woodland Drive 16 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church 1
25-005-046 Woodland Drive 17 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church 1
25-005-003-001 74 Lake Drive 18 LI 2
25-005-037-002 Aarons Avenue 19 R1 1
25-005-050 211 Mathews Avenue 20 LI 7
25-005-035-006 Industrial Drive 21 LI 1
25-008-005 471 E Butler Avenue 22 C3 6
25-009-020 Barrie Circle 23 C2
25-009-019 573 E Butler Avenue 24 C2
25-009-050-001 644 E Butler Avenue 25 C3 - Del Val Uni
25-009-049 622 E Butler Avenue 26 R1 - David R & Amy G Landis
25-009-048 612 E Butler Avenue 27 R1 - Del Val Uni
25-009-047 600 E Butler Avenue 28 R1 - Del Val Uni
25-009-046 588 E Butler Avenue 29 R1 - Del Val Uni
25-008-003-001 20 S Shady Retreat Road 30 LI - Del Val Concrete 20
25-001-016 77 Bristol Road 31 LI - Copart-Philadelphia East 25
25-009-037 524 E Butler Avenue 32 C2 8
25-009-038 542 E Butler Avenue 33 C2 4
25-009-076 737 E Butler Avenue 34 R1 12

Miscellaneous 7 11
Total Projected EDUs 110 80
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25-001-006-008 2 LI - Bauman Crane Rental 2

Parcel # Address Property # Zoning Classification
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APPENDIX A 

INTERIM ACT 537 SEWAGE FACILITIES PLAN - 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

























 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B  

PADEP PLAN OF STUDY APPROVAL 
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MEMORANDUM  

 

    

 

 
This memorandum serves to summarize the discussion at the above referenced meeting.  
Should anyone disagree with the information presented in this memorandum, please notify 
us.  Otherwise we will assume this summary accurately reflects the discussion and 
conclusions from the referenced meeting.  
 
Attached to this memo are the following documents:  
 

1. PADEP Meeting Log 
2. Meeting Agenda 
3. Completed Act 537 Plan Content and Environmental Assessment Checklist (Scope 

of Work) 
4. Completed Task Activity Report  

 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss the proposed update to the existing New Britain 
Borough Act 537 Plan.   The update will evaluate projected development and sewer needs 
at 10 years and to ultimate build out of the Borough.      
 
Following introductions, the PADEP opened the discussion by noting that this update to the 
New Britain Act 537 Plan is an opportunity to evaluate administrative issues associated the 
Act 537 process, which PADEP feels have been neglected, including items such as what 
entity is responsible for lateral maintenance. The PADEP expects and will require that these 
administrative actions are addressed in this Act 537 Plan Update.  
 
The discussion proceeded as follows: 
 

1. History and Background  
 
A brief discussion ensued regarding the existing conditions/arrangements of the New Britain 
Borough sewer system.   The system itself is owned by BCWSA with sewage capacity 
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allocations at the BCWSA Harvey Avenue wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) and the 
Chalfont-New Britain WWTP.   Proposed future allocation will most likely be with BCWSA at 
the Harvey Avenue WWTP.   PADEP asked that we clarify the sewage treatment 
arrangements in the Act 537 Plan Update.  Alternative allocations will be evaluated in the 
Act 537 Plan.  
 

2. Interim Act 537 Plan Update - 2016 
 
The discussion then briefly went into a summary of the approved Interim Act 537 Plan 
Update from November 2016.   The 5-year projection of New Britain Borough equivalent 
dwelling units (EDUs) needed at Harvey Avenue WWTP is 189 EDUs.  This will be the 
starting point of the proposed Act 537 Plan Update.  
 

3. 10 Year and Ultimate Build Out 
 
G&A noted this plan will include 10-year and ultimate build out projections for sewage needs 
and that this is the main component/crux of this update.  PADEP stressed the need for 
communication and coordination with BCWSA in this process.   Specifically, existing EDU 
allocation, conveyance pipe capacity, and known problem/priority areas (failing septic 
systems) as noted in recent BCWSA Chapter 94 Reports must be considered in this Act 537 
Plan Update.  
 
G&A stated that this update will evaluate the need for sewer extensions; however, no other 
infrastructure improvements are contemplated or will be evaluated in this Act 537 Plan 
Update.  
 
PADEP brought up the topic of public notification and comments.   The extent to which 
neighboring municipalities, also with allocation at the Harvey Avenue WWTP, need to be 
included in public notification was discussed.   G&A noted that neighboring municipalities 
are able to comment on the Act 537 Plan during the public comment period.  The discussion 
then turned to the allocation of EDUs that would be needed in this Act 537 Plan Update, 
which is unknown at this time.   If the needed EDUs are within the total current allocation to 
New Britain Borough at the Harvey Avenue WWTP, or if they are available from a pool of 
currently unallocated EDUs, then no additional communication needs to occur with 
neighboring municipalities.  If more EDUs are needed then are currently allocated to New 
Britain Borough, and if it is proposed to request EDUs from a neighboring municipality, then 
that municipality will also have to adopt New Britain Borough’s Act 537 Plan Update.   It was 
decided to have future discussions/meetings on this topic when the number of required 
EDUs is known.  
 

4. PADEP Act 537 Plan Checklist   
 
All parties then reviewed the PADEP Act 537 Plan Content Checklist item by item and 
discussed what items need to be included in this update.   A completed checklist is attached 
to the minutes indicating which items are required. 
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While going through the checklist additional discussion occurred related to the main topics 
listed above.   PADEP again stressed the need to address the administrative components 
during this Act 537 Plan Update.    
 
Several other items of importance discussed include:  
 

• Previous wastewater planning should be briefly summarized in the report text.  

• Use mapping to address the physical and demographic information.  Text on 
this topic is not necessary.   

• Since on-lot systems are not proposed, soil and geology need not be 
evaluated.  

• Evaluate wetlands only if sewer extensions are proposed outside of existing 
paved roadways.  

• Consistency documentation will be presented in tabular form.  

• Any comments from the County Health Department must be 
addressed/evaluated.  

• Gravity sewer vs. low pressure sewer does not need to be evaluated during 
this update and can be addressed later with a Module 3M.  

• The alternative consistency requirement will be addressed in tabular form.  

• Review by the Pennsylvania Historic and Museum Commission (PHMC) and 
Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) are only necessary if sewer 
extensions are proposed.  

• The section on Institutional Evaluation will be where the administrative steps 
are evaluated/documented.  

 
5. Next Steps 

 
The next steps were agreed to:  
 

• G&A will prepare meeting minutes, complete the Act 537 Plan Content 
Checklist and Task Activity Report.  These documents will be submitted to the 
PADEP for review.  

• PADEP will either provide comments or issue a Plan of Study Approval.  

• G&A will then proceed with Act 537 Plan Update. 
 

 





NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH 

ACT 537 PLAN UPDATE – 10 YEAR AND ULTIMATE 

PADEP COORDINATION MEETING AGENDA 

JANUARY 25, 2017 

10:00 AM 

Agenda:  
 

1. Sign In and Introductions 
 

2. History/Background:  
 

a. New Britain Borough 
b. Conveyance System owned by BCWSA 
c. Borough does not own pumping stations or treatment facilities 
d. Sewage from Borough treated at two (2) treatment facilities: Chalfont-New 

Britain and Harvey Avenue (BCWSA) 
e. Majority current flows to Chalfont-New Britain 
f. Future flows to Harvey Avenue 

 
3. Interim Act 537 Plan Update:  

 
a. Short-term, 5-year projections 
b. 60 EDUs already allocated to Harvey Avenue 
c. 129 new EDUs to Harvey Avenue 
d. Total of 189 EDUs allocated to Harvey Avenue 
e. Approved by PADEP in letter dated November, 30, 2016 

 
4. 10 Year and Ultimate Act 537 Plan Update  

 
a. Evaluate potential development not included in Interim Plan  
b. Evaluate need for infrastructure (sewer line extensions) 
c. Review and Discussion of PADEP Act 537 Checklist for needed 

components of Act 537 Plan Update 
 

5. Next Steps  
 

a. Gilmore will submit meeting minutes and agreed to conditions to DEP. 
b. Gilmore will submit Scope of Work and Task Activity Report DEP.  
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PHMC REVIEW 
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Request to Initiate SHPO Consultation on 

State and Federal Undertakings 

SHPO USE ONLY 
DATE RECEIVED:
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 Is this a new submittal? YES NO OR 

REV: 06/2018 
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Project Address 

SECTION B:   CONTACT INFORMATION & MAILING ADDRESS 

SECTION C:  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
This project is located on: 
(check all that apply) State property Municipal property Private property 

List all federal and 
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providing funds, 
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Agency Type Project/Permit/Tracking Number (if applicable) 

Proposed Work – Attach project description, scope of work, site plans, and/or drawings 
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Are there any buildings or structures within the project area? Yes No

Rehabilitation Disposition 

Approximate age of buildings: 
Name of historic 
property or historic 
districts 

Does this project involve properties listed in or 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, or 
designated as historic by a local government? 

Yes No Unsure 

Attachments – Please include the following information with this form 
Please print and mail completed form and 
all attachments to: Map – 7.5’ USGS quad showing project boundary and Area of Potential Effect 

PHMC 
State Historic Preservation Office 
400 North St. 
Commonwealth Keystone Building, 2nd Floor 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-0093 

Description/Scope – Describe the project, including any ground disturbance 
and previous land use 
Site Plans/Drawings – Indicate past and present land use, location and dates 
of buildings, and proposed improvements 
Photographs – Attach prints or digital photographs showing the project site, 
including images of all buildings and structures keyed to a site plan 

The project will have NO ADVERSE EFFECTS WITH CONDITIONS (see 
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This is additional information for ER Number: 
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Federal property 

Agency/Program/Permit Name 

SHPO DETERMINATION (SHPO USE ONLY) 
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DATE DUE:

Reviewers: ____/____

HRSF: ______



NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH  
ACT 537 PLAN UPDATE – PROPOSED SEWER EXTENSION 

 
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC) 

 

This project is part of an update to New Britain Borough’s Act 537 Plan.  The project 
consists of a proposed sanitary sewer extension to be constructed within the paved 
areas of Butler Avenue.   The proposed extension is approximately 2,300 linear feet 
with an anticipated disturbance of 0.25 acres.    
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New Britain Borough
SANITARY SEWER SYSTEM ACT 537 LAND USE COMPARISON
Project Number: 16-04026
Last Updated: March 15, 2018

Parcel # Address Borough Ref # Property # Zoning Classification Assigned EDUs 
Gal/Day (gpd) Notes

25-001-024 Bristol Road 2 1 LI Unknown
85 S Bristol Road 4 Private

5 Private
25-001-001 Route 202 9 3 R2 - SEPTA Unknown
25-001-002-001 Route 202 10 4 R2 - AQUA Unknown
25-001-116 Pavillion Way 11 5 R2 Undeveloped
25-002-014-001 Sioux Road 25 6 R1 Undeveloped
25-003-035 Keeley Avenue 27 7 POS - Covered Bridge Park Undeveloped
25-002-022 Keeley Avenue 28 8 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-024-025 Sandy Ridge Road 30 9 R1 - Fluehr Funeral Home Undeveloped
25-006-035 Oak Drive 31 10 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-056 E Butler Avenue 33 11 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-004 N Shady Retreat Road 35 12 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-015-001 Barrie Circle 36 13 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-034-001 E Butler Avenue 38 14 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-024-001 Barrie Circle 39 15 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-024-002 Barrie Circle 40 16 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-015-001 64 Beulah Road 1 52 17 HC Private
25-006-015-002 64 Beulah Road 2 52 18 HC Private
25-006-015-003 64 Beulah Road 3 52 19 HC Private
25-006-015-004 64 Beulah Road 4 52 20 HC Private
25-006-081 Woodland Drive 55 21 R1 Undeveloped
25-005-047 Woodland Drive 56 22 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church Undeveloped
25-005-046 Woodland Drive 57 23 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church Undeveloped
25-005-003-001 74 Lake Drive 59 24 LI Private
25-005-037-002 Aarons Avenue 62 25 R1 Private
25-005-035-002 Mathews Avenue 64 26 POS - Wilma Quinlan Nat. Pres. Private
25-005-050 211 Mathews Avenue 66 27 LI Private
25-005-035-006 Industrial Drive 70 28 LI Undeveloped
25-005-035-007 Industrial Drive 70 29 LI Undeveloped
25-002-206-001 Sand Road 70 30 LI - New Britain Borough Roadway
25-005-035 Mathews Avenue 70 31 R1 Private
25-001-137 Green Valley Way 81 32 R2 Undeveloped
25-001-017-065 Unami Trail 84 33 R2 Undeveloped
25-001-017-066 Unami Trail 85 34 R2 Undeveloped
25-001-017 Unami Trail 86 35 R2 Undeveloped
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DRAFT FIGURE 2 -  NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH

NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH, BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

JOB NO:  16-04026 DATE:  November 2018

GILMORE & ASSOCIATES, INC.
ENGINEERING & CONSULTING SERVICES

65 E. BUTLER AVE. SUITE 100, NEW BRITAIN, PA 18901-5106 - (215) 345-4330    www.gilmore-assoc.com

Sanitary Sewer System- Act 537 Plan Update

SCALE: 1"= 400'
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Note: Sanitary Main in Bristol Road
Owned by Chalfont- New Britain Township
Sewer Authority

Pine Run Interceptor

Cooks Run Interceptor

10-Year Ultimate
25-001-024 Bristol Road 1 LI 2 Unknown

85 S Bristol Road Private
Private

25-002-014-001 Sioux Road 3 R1 1 Undeveloped
25-003-035 Keeley Avenue 4 POS - Covered Bridge Park 1 2 Undeveloped
25-006-024-025 Sandy Ridge Road 5 R1 - Fluehr Funeral Home 1 Undeveloped
25-009-004 N Shady Retreat Road 6 R1 1 Undeveloped
Multiple 625 E Butler Avenue 7 R1 25 Private
25-009-034-001 E Butler Avenue 8 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-024-001 Barrie Circle 9 R1 Undeveloped
25-009-024-002 Barrie Circle 10 R1 Undeveloped
25-006-015-001 64 Beulah Road 1 11 HC 1 Private
25-006-015-002 64 Beulah Road 2 12 HC 1 Private
25-006-015-003 64 Beulah Road 3 13 HC 1 Private
25-006-015-004 64 Beulah Road 4 14 HC 1 Private
25-006-081 Woodland Drive 15 R1 1 Undeveloped
25-005-047 Woodland Drive 16 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church 1 Undeveloped
25-005-046 Woodland Drive 17 R1 - New Britain Baptist Church 1 Undeveloped
25-005-003-001 74 Lake Drive 18 LI 2 Private
25-005-037-002 Aarons Avenue 19 R1 1 Private
25-005-050 211 Mathews Avenue 20 LI 7 Private
25-005-035-006 Industrial Drive 21 LI 1 Undeveloped
25-008-005 471 E Butler Avenue 22 C3 6
25-009-020 Barrie Circle 23 C2 Public
25-009-019 573 E Butler Avenue 24 C2 Public
25-009-050-001 644 E Butler Avenue 25 C3 - Del Val Uni Public
25-009-049 622 E Butler Avenue 26 R1 - David R & Amy G Landis Public
25-009-048 612 E Butler Avenue 27 R1 - Del Val Uni Public
25-009-047 600 E Butler Avenue 28 R1 - Del Val Uni Public
25-009-046 588 E Butler Avnue 29 R1 - Del Val Uni Public
25-008-003-001 20 S Shady Retreat Road 30 LI - Del Val Concrete 20 Private

Miscellaneous 4 5 Public
Total Projected EDUs 70 49

Projected EDUs Gal/Day (gpd) Notes

25-001-006-008 2 LI - Bauman Crane Rental 2

Parcel # Address Property # Zoning Classification
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APPENDIX F 

NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX G 

BUCKS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

The Almshouse    Neshaminy Manor Center    1260 Almshouse Road 

Doylestown, Pennsylvania 18901   215.345.3400  FAX 215.345.3886 

E‐mail: bcpc@buckscounty.org 

PLANNING COMMISSION: 
  

Edward Kisselback, Jr., Chairman 

Robert M. Pellegrino, Vice Chairman 

Craig E. Bryson, Secretary 
 

Joan M. Cullen 

Carolyn McCreary 

David R. Nyman 

Carol A. Pierce 

R. Tyler Tomlinson, Esq. 

Walter S. Wydro 
 

Evan J. Stone 
Executive Director 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 
 

Robert G. Loughery, Chairman, Charles H. Martin, Vice Chairman, Diane M. Ellis‐Marseglia, LCSW Visit  us at:  www.buckscounty.org 

 
                March 6, 2019 

                BCPC #25‐19‐WS1 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:    New Britain Borough Council 
    New Britain Borough Planning Commission 
 
FROM:    Staff of the Bucks County Planning Commission 
 
SUBJECT:  Proposal for an Update to the Official Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan 
    Applicant: Borough Council 
    Date Received: February 4, 2019 
    Hearing Date: Not indicated 
   
In accordance with the provisions of the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Planning Act (Act 537) and Section 
304 of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, this proposal was sent to the Bucks County Planning 
Commission for review. The following review has been prepared by the staff and endorsed by the Bucks 
County Planning Commission at its meeting on March 6, 2019. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Proposed Action: Update  the  borough’s  Act  537  sewage  facilities  plan  by  providing  a  comprehensive 

update to the Interim Act 537 Sewage Facilities Plan (2016). 
 
Proposed Provisions: The purpose of this proposed update is to provide 10‐year and ultimate build out 

sewer  need  projections  and  outline  specific  planning  activities  necessary  to  address  those  needs. 
Specifically, this update includes the provision of public sewer to those areas of the borough where 
public sewer is not currently available, thus allowing the entirety of the borough to be served by public 
sewer. To that end, a sanitary sewer extension is proposed within Butler Avenue in the south west 
portion of the borough to allow connection of properties currently served by on‐lot septic systems.  

 

  The projected equivalent dwelling units (EDUs) needed for the proposed update and build out will be 
reserved  at  the  Bucks  County Water  and  Sewer  Authority  (BCWSA) Harvey  Avenue Waste Water 
Treatment Plant. The projected 10‐year EDUs is 70 EDUs. Ultimate build out projects an additional 50 
EDUs. Therefore, a total of 120 EDUs is projected to be needed in this proposed plan in addition to 
the 189 EDUs already allocated with the 5‐year interim Act 537 plan. This equates to 17,500 gallons 
per day of sewage flow over the 10‐year projections. 

 

This proposed update also provides that the borough will coordinate with BCWSA on the construction 
and notification of accessible sanitary sewers for connection by property owners.  
 

No new expanded treatment plants or pump stations are contemplated under this proposal. 
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COMMENT 
 
We commend borough officials for undertaking this update of the borough’s official sewage facilities plan. 
The plan is comprehensive and explains past Act 537 planning and describes the borough’s sewage facility 
planning issues in a clear and concise presentation. We further note that the proposed update of the Act 
537 plan is consistent with policies outlined in the New Britain Borough Comprehensive Plan (2007), the 
Bucks  County  Comprehensive  Plan  (2011),  and  the  borough’s  official  Act  537  Plan—Interim  Act  537 
Sewage Facilities Plan (2016).  
 
Once the plan is approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection, we request that 
the borough send a final copy of the Act 537 plan to the Bucks County Planning Commission in accordance 
with Section 306(b) of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code. 
 
JWS:dc/rml 
 
cc:  Matthew T. Bailor, EIT, Civil Designer, Gilmore & Associates, Inc. 

Genevie Kostick, BCHD 
Elizabeth Mahoney, PaDEP 
Samantha Bryant, Borough Manager (via email) 

  Act 537 file   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX H 

BUCKS COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX I 

BCWSA CORRESPONDENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







If enclosures are not included with this transmittal, kindly contact this office at once.

65 E. Butler Avenue | Suite 100 | New Britain, PA 18901 | 215-345-4330 | 215-345-8606
508 Corporate Drive West | Langhorne, PA 19047 | 215-369-3955 | 215-345-8606
184 W. Main Street | Suite 300 | Trappe, PA 19426 |610-489-4949 | 610-489-8447
119 East Linden Street | Kennett Square, PA 19348 | 610-444-9006 | 610-444-7292

5100 Tilghman Street | Suite 150 | Allentown, PA 18104 | 610-366-8064 | 610-366-0433
One Penn Center at Suburban Station | 1617 JFK Blvd. | Suite 425 | Philadelphia, PA 19103 | 215-687-4246 | 215-564-1780

www.gilmore-assoc.com

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL Date:        July 15, 2019
File No.: 16-04026
Reference: NBB Act 537 Plan 

Update
FEDEX

John Swenson 
Carroll Engineering Corporation
949 Easton Road
Warrington, PA 18976
  
WE ARE SENDING YOU           Attached     Under separate cover via       the following items:

  Shop Drawings/ Submittals   Prints   Plans   Samples   Specifications

  Copy of Letter   Change Order   Other 

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED as checked below:

 For approval                Approved as submitted  Resubmit      copies for approval

 For your use  Approved as noted Submit     copies for distribution

 As requested  Returned for corrections  Return     corrected prints

 For review and comment

For BIDS DUE       20    PRINTS RETURNED AFTER LOAN TO US

REMARKS:   

As requested by BCWSA, please find the enclosed copy of the Draft New Britain Borough Act 537 Plan 

Update.   Please contact me with any questions at mbailor@gilmore-assoc.com or at the phone number listed 

x335.  Thank you - Matt 

cc:. Samantha Bryant (NBB), John Butler (BCWSA) Signed: Matt Bailor 

65 E. Butler Avenue
Suite 100

New Britain, PA 18901
(215) 345-4330

Fax (215) 345-8606
www.gilmore-assoc.com

COPIES DATE NO. DESCRIPTION

1 04/12/19  1 Draft New Britain Borough Act 537 Plan Update Report

mailto:mbailor@gilmore-assoc.com




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX J 

PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX K 

NEW BRITAIN BOROUGH RESOLUTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX L 

OPINION OF PROBABLE COSTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OPINION OF PROBABLE PROJECT COST (PUBLIC AND PRIVATE)

Project Name: New Britain Borough Act 537 Plan Update - Alternative 1A Project Number: 16-04026

Client: New Britain Borough Date: 9/27/18

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Cost Total Amount

DEMOLITION/CLEARING

Easement Clearing / Grubbing 1 LS 5,000.00$                                          5,000.00$          

PIPE & FITTINGS

8" PVC SDR-35 2300 LF 100.00$                                             230,000.00$      

MANHOLES

4' Precast Manhole 8 EA 3,000.00$                                          24,000.00$        

RESTORATION

Temporary Pavement 350 SY 25.00$                                                8,750.00$          

Permanent Pavement 350 SY 50.00$                                                17,500.00$        

Traffic Control 1 LS 10,000.00$                                        10,000.00$        

LATERALS

4" PVC Private Building Sewer Laterals 1000 LF 35.00$                                                35,000.00$        

Final Grading and Seeding 150 SY 25.00$                                                3,750.00$          

ON-LOT SEPTIC

Septic and Holding Tank Abandonment 10 EA 2,500.00$                                          25,000.00$        

Subtotal Construction Cost 359,000.00$      

Mobilization, Insurance, Bonds (5%) 1 LS 5% 17,950.00$        

Engineering, Legal, Administrative (10%) 1 LS 10% 35,900.00$        

Construction Administration (10%) 1 LS 10% 35,900.00$        

Construction Contingency (10%) 1 LS 10% 35,900.00$        

Total Cost 484,650.00$     

Alternative 1A - Gravity Line

MISCELLANEOUS



OPINION OF PROBABLE PROJECT COST (PUBLIC AND PRIVATE)

Project Name: New Britain Borough Act 537 Plan Update - Alternative 1B Project Number: 16-04026

Client: New Britain Borough Date: 9/27/18

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Cost Total Amount

DEMOLITION/CLEARING

Easement Clearing / Grubbing 1 LS 5,000.00$                                          5,000.00$          

LPSS

Connection to Existing Manhole 2 EA 3,500.00$                                          7,000.00$          

2" HDPE 2300 LF 50.00$                                                115,000.00$      

LPSS Service Connection, Curb Stop/Check Valve 10 EA 500.00$                                             5,000.00$          

Air Release Manholes 2 EA 3,500.00$                                          7,000.00$          

RESTORATION

Temporary Pavement 100 SY 25.00$                                                2,500.00$          

Permanent Pavement 100 SY 50.00$                                                5,000.00$          

Traffic Control 1 LS 10,000.00$                                        10,000.00$        

GRINDER PUMPS

1 1/4" HDPE LPSS Discharge Pipe 1000 LF 25.00$                                                25,000.00$        

Duplex Grinder Pump, Complete 10 EA 10,000.00$                                        100,000.00$      

Final Grading and Seeding 150 SY 25.00$                                                3,750.00$          

ON-LOT SEPTIC

Septic and Holding Tank Abandonment 10 EA 2,500.00$                                          25,000.00$        

Subtotal Construction Cost 310,250.00$      

Mobilization, Insurance, Bonds (5%) 1 LS 5% 15,512.50$        

Engineering, Legal, Administrative (10%) 1 LS 10% 31,025.00$        

Construction Administration (10%) 1 LS 10% 31,025.00$        

Construction Contingency (10%) 1 LS 10% 31,025.00$        

Total Cost 418,837.50$     

Alternative 1B - LPSS

MISCELLANEOUS
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